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Literacy through Active Learning and Play

What is Active Learning?

An active learning environment is where pupils are encouraged to generate rather than simply receive information. It is therefore applicable to any learning activity and with any age group of people.
Active Learning enables children to develop skills and encourages a positive attitude to learning.  

It gives children the opportunity to actively learn through Literacy, engages and challenges their thinking and supports their development of the four CfE capacities in many ways.  

Active learning enables and encourages children to make the connection between the three main areas of Literacy – Listening & Talking, Reading, Writing.


A Curriculum for Excellence
 “Active learning is learning which engages and challenges children’s thinking using real-life and imaginary situations. It takes full advantage of the opportunities for learning presented by:

· Spontaneous play

· Planned, purposeful play

· Investigating and exploring

· Events and life experiences

· Focused learning and teaching”                         

Active Learning and the four Capacities

“Active Learning in the early Years can support children’s development of the four capacities in many ways. For Example, they can develop as:

· Successful Learners through using their imagination and creativity, tackling new experiences and learning from them, and developing important skills, including literacy and numeracy through exploring and investigating while following their own interests.
· Confident Individuals through succeeding in their activities, having the satisfaction of a task accomplishes, learning about bouncing back from setbacks, and dealing safely with risks.

· Responsible Citizens through encountering different ways of seeing the world, learning to share and give and take, learning to respect themselves and others, and taking part in making decisions

· Effective Contributors through playing together in leading or supporting roles, tackling problems, extending communication skills, taking part in sustained talking and thinking, and respecting the opinions of others.”               
                                                               Building the Curriculum 2
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Literacy through Active Learning and Play

This handout gives some ideas for literacy activities for children to learn by doing, thinking, exploring and interacting and also suggests how to plan a stimulating and literacy rich classroom.
The activities suggested can be used at different times of the school day, in different areas of the school and should be changed regularly, so that children have a wide range of types of play experiences.  
Play activities need to be a mix of  purposeful, structured play and free play.  As the pupils progress through P1 and P2, the ratio of this will change.  Play should be timetabled and not be used solely as finished work activities.
Play activities can also incorporate liaison between stages.  This can enhance Pre- school – P1 transition and can also continue into P2 & P3.  


Definition of play

In this booklet the definition of play is as follows:

Free play: Pupils are free to choose what to play with and how to play. They can change their choices when they want. 
Restricted free play: If there is no large storage for items not in use, teachers may wish to limit the choices offered. 
Once established, the teacher may wish to limit the number of pupils at any one activity eg ‘4 can play here’ signs. 
As the pupils move through P1 and into P2, some teachers may choose to organise the pupils into social groups with limited choices for each group. This helps the pupils to stick with an activity for a period of time. Pupils still choose how to play.

Purposeful, structured play: Pupils are still free to choose what they can play with and when. However, the teacher has planned how they will play. For example – construction  ‘build a bridge’ or water ‘which items float?’ 
Development of purposeful, structured play: As with free play, teacher may limit their choices of what they choose and when by putting them into social groups.

Also – 

Specific independent learning activities: This may be an activity associated directly with their learning eg a reading game, making CVC words. Here the pupils may be in ability groups and have will have no/little choice.

Key points
· Play should be timetabled, not just reward for finishing work
· Play should be planned

· Play activities should be changed regularly to motivate the pupils

· Social groups for play should be changed regularly

· The proportion of free play will be higher in at the beginning of P1
· Play activities should be kept tidy. A tidy class = tidy children! The environment has a direct impact on how pupils learn.

· Top tip- Free play ‘on arrival’ – pupils start playing when they arrive [self register – see page 8].
This is an EXAMPLE ONLY of how you might think about planning P1 play to show progression, starting with a set up similar to nursery. 
	Primary 1
	Free play
	notes
	Purposeful/structured play
	notes

	Week 1
	3 x 45 minute sessions daily
	Session 1 on arrival

Session 2@ 11.30am

Session 3@ 2pm

Free choice
	none
	

	Weeks 2-4
	3x 30 minutes daily
	As above
	none
	

	Weeks 5-8
	3x 30 minutes daily
	As above

Selection of 8 activities changed weekly
	none
	

	Term 2

	Week 1-9
	1x 30 minutes (session 1)

2 x 20 minutes
daily
	Session times as above

Selection of 8 activities changed weekly. Restrict number of pupils at each activity to 4.
	none
	

	Term 3

	Week 1-6
	1x 25 minutes
On arrival

daily


	As above

	1x 40 minutes
daily
	Free choice of 6 activities changed weekly

	Week 7-12
	1x 25 minutes
On arrival daily
	As above
	1x 30 minutes
daily
	In social groups. Choice of 2 activities per group, rotated daily & changed fortnightly.

	Term 4

	Week 1-5
	1x 20 minutes

On arrival

daily


	As above


	1x 30 minutes

4 times per week
	In social groups. Choice of 2 activities per group, rotated daily & changed fortnightly

	Week 6-10
	1x 20 minutes

On arrival

daily


	As above


	1x 30 minutes

4 times per week
	In social groups. Choice of 2 activities per group, rotated daily & changed fortnightly.


* In addition the pupils will have daily opportunities to consolidate their learning through specific independent learning activities (see above for definition)

This is an EXAMPLE ONLY of how you might think about planning P2 play to show progression, starting with a set up similar to primary 1. 

	Primary 2
	Free play
	notes
	Purposeful/structured play
	notes

	Week 1
	2 x 30 minute sessions daily 1 session on arrival, 1 in pm.
	 Selection of 8 activities. Restrict number of pupils at each activity to 4.Time to familiarise new setting.
	none
	

	Weeks 2-4
	1x 20 minutes

On arrival

daily


	Selection of 8 activities. Restrict number of pupils at each activity to 4.


	1x 30 minutes

daily
	Free choice of 6 activities changed weekly

	Weeks 5-8
	1x 20 minutes

On arrival

daily


	Selection of 6 activities. Restrict number of pupils at each activity to 5.


	1x 30 minutes 4 times per week
	In social groups. Choice of 2 activities per group, rotated daily & changed fortnightly.

	Term 2

	Week 1-9
	1x 15 minutes

On arrival

daily


	Selection of 6 activities. Restrict number of pupils at each activity to 5.


	1x 25 minutes 4 times per week
	As above. Change groupings

	Term 3

	Week 1-6
	1x 15 minutes

On arrival

daily


	As above


	1x 25 minutes

3 times per week


	As above. Change groupings

	Week 7-12
	1x 15 minutes

On arrival

3 days per week
	2 other days – reading for pleasure
	1x 25 minutes

3 times per week


	As above. Change groupings

	Term 4

	Week 1-5
	1x 15 minutes

On arrival

2 days per week
	3 other days – reading for pleasure
	1x 25 minutes

3 times per week
	As above except only 1 activity per group. Change groupings

	Week 6-10
	1x 15 minutes

On arrival

2 days per week
	3 other days – reading for pleasure


	1x 20 minutes

3 times per week
	As above. Change groupings


* In addition the pupils will have daily opportunities to consolidate their learning through specific independent learning activities (see above for definition)

Other ideas 
· Play a ‘tidy up’ song for free play. It gives them a time limit and makes tidying up fun! Let them help choose the song and change it now and then. Your classroom will be tidier.

· Add in a ‘golden 5 minutes’ plenary get together after each purposeful play session. One or two pupils can explain what they had to do and how well they did it. This is an excellent listening/talking session, includes peer/self evaluation and pupils learn from each other.
Literacy all around

Pupils learn by what is all around them and a Literacy rich classroom inspires and teaches. A stimulating environment is therefore one of the key elements in the successful development of literacy- talking & listening, reading and writing. 
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There are lots of other things you can do to make your classroom literacy rich. { see also Environmental print at end of booklet} 
· Cover your classroom with labels, notices, signs with a good mix of handwritten and varying fonts as young children need to be exposed to all types of writing. Please note however, if you want the pupils to write with flicks, then the writing should be predominately that style – young children copy ‘like for like’. 
Tip- 
Don’t just stick them on the wall. A good idea is to start each day with showing, sharing and discussing any new signs. Pupils can then try to predict where they might go.

Tip – allow pupils to make some of the signs. This could be as a literacy activity ‘ make signs for around the class eg bin, tap’. 
Tip – play ‘read the room’ with the teacher or a friend. All you need is a pointer!

Tip – play ‘write the room’ free copying the walls, trays etc or give a task – write down all the words you can see that have a ‘t’ in them~ excellent literacy activity especially with a partner. They enjoy having a clipboard for this activity.
Tip – play ‘find the word’. Give a pair a short list of words from their reading book/common words. If they can spot the word on the wall, they can tick it off. Good idea to have one or two words that are not on the wall- good way to check they have completed the activity properly.

· Pupil’s names: Most pupils will leave pre-school being able to recognise their own name. To build on this, don’t add a picture to their name cards, whether in the cloakroom or trays [except where you know they have difficulties]. 

· Pupil’s names – They will soon begin to recognise their peer’s names. Extend this by allowing them to give out two or three jotters right from the first week at school – they will soon be experts

· Pupil’s names – Soon they will be able to take the register/dinner choice with just a little support

· Register- this could be an independent activity rather than waiting for all pupils to arrive. Children simply put their name card in the correct box ‘home dinner’ ‘packed lunch’ etc. 
· Toilet – rather than asking the teacher, let them do this independently but have a rule of only one/two pupils at toilet at any one time. Again a name card can be moved to the out box. Other pupils can see that someone is already out at the toilet. Top tip – DON’T have a toilet card that they take to the toilet- imagine the germs (even worse are the communal cards that pupils share!)

· Always have the programme of the day written up for all pupils to see and discuss it briefly at the beginning of the day. Try to reduce the amount of pictorial clues as the pupils’ progress. 

· Display a ‘helpers’ board with minimum pictorial clues. Try to include jobs such as giving out named work, finding out dinner numbers, taking messages

· If you have a ‘choosing board’ for play activities then have minimal pictorial clues. 

· Make your art displays as literacy rich as possible. Add children’s writing, poems, comments: what they liked about the task, how they did the task. If it is themed with a book, add the book in a poly pocket and/or sequence the story with pictures and captions. Pupils can add labels, bullet points etc remember all children’s work looks great if it is displayed well.

· Display pupils’ story writing as low down as possible so that pupils can read them. You could add a ‘comment card’ in a wall pocket for children to say what they liked about another’s story. (good peer evaluation)

· The Reading and Writing wall~
If possible this should be in reach of your pupils to allow it to be interactive. However, if this is not possible, make sure that you teach from it and change it regularly. It is important that the pupils know and use what is on it. Some teachers use hanging strings of useful words and others have them on cards on the tables.

Tip – personalise your writing by having a writing character to help eg Writing Rover, Writing reindeer, writing rhino. Pupils love this!

MORE KEY POINTS FOR ACTIVE LEARNERS

[image: image4.wmf]Use workbooks/worksheets sparingly. Think carefully if the learning outcome can be achieved in a better way, think active! By cutting down the use of these, this will free up class time, preparation time and marking.  
[image: image5.wmf]Don’t have a marking tray. Train the pupils to leave their work on their table until you are ready to mark it. Immediate feedback and teacher/pupil dialogue is what learning is all about [AIfL]. It is better to give one to one feedback to a few pupils that to mark a whole class’s work in the staffroom. 
[image: image6.wmf]Always tell the pupils what they are going to do and share the outcomes at the beginning of each task. This is especially important in tasks where they are expected to listen ie they need to know what they are listening for right at the start.

[image: image7.wmf]Always include a WILF (what I’m looking for) in terms of talking and listening eg use little voices when working with a partner.

[image: image8.wmf] Learning jotters~ By P2, the pupils could write what they have learned at the end of each week. This is a great AIfL idea. Teach them to use bullet points. They may only be able to write one point at the beginning of P2 but will soon increase this. Allow them to share what they have learned with a partner who can help them with any tricky spelling. This will make this an independent task rather than a teacher led task. 

                                   The golden 5 minutes [plenary]
This is the best ever use of 5 minutes! Always make time to gather all the pupils together a few times a day to discuss and share what they have learnt. It is a good opportunity for peer assessment and to show good examples of work. This could range from a child explaining how they made a Lego bridge to a pupil showing the menu they made at the writing table. It is the ideal time to praise good work or good behaviour as this sets the standard and leads to improvement in both.
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Specific Independent literacy Activities
Specific independent literacy activities should be part of the everyday learning in an infant classroom. They may immediately follow a teacher led session to consolidate what has been taught or may be an activity to practice previous learning. Once the activity has been demonstrated, the pupils can work independently (of an adult) and can be in ability or mixed pairs and small groups. These pupils in turn can then show others how to do the activity. Activities should be as active as possible with worksheets used minimally.
Co-operative Learning ~ 

Pupils learn quicker, they retain it longer and they love learning when they are working on a task together. All parts of literacy can be taught in an active way, using co-operative learning strategies.  
Language Games ~ [also see generic game template at the back of this booklet.]
There are many ways that these can be used in specific independent activities.  Children can work in pairs/small groups to play snap/pairs/lotto/bingo etc.  Children can use magnetic letters or small whiteboards to play spelling games or reading games.

You can use any game to teach Literacy. For example play reading snakes and ladders – the child plays as usual but must read a word at each snake and ladder. If they get in right they go up the ladder, if not they stay where they are until their next shot. They go down the snake if they get the word wrong. Variations of this include saying the sound, building a word with sound cards or spelling a word.
You can use the same idea to play noughts and crosses – ideal for a shorter game.

ORT Games ~

There are many Oxford Reading Tree board games which are often under utilised in schools.  These are games that can be modelled to the children and then used independently. Don’t be tempted to have a whole group playing a game together. Small children work better in twos or threes. They may struggle to keep on tack if there are too many people playing.  Even simple games such as snap or pairs can be made to consolidate the key words at each stage.  

Common words~

Teach the pupils to read and write common words. It is worth spending time every day focussing on one or two. One they have built up three or four, they can embed them by playing games independently. See spelling booklet for more ideas. 
Word building~

Teach the pupils to word build as soon as they have two or three sounds. Teach as a class and then embed them through games such as whiteboards games, magnetic letters etc. If you want them to be able to word build quickly and efficiently don’t use worksheets. See phonic booklets for more ideas at www.hvlc.org.uk/hlp

Mental Literacy
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Why not? We can use many of the same ideas and strategies to teach mental literacy as we do to teach mental arithmetic. Do a little everyday. Everything we do as a whole class can then be done independently in pairs or small groups.
Some ideas-

- Phonic washing line: speedy sounds, alphabetical order, word building, missing 
   letters

- word washing line: make a collection of common words, reading words etc and 

   play speedy reading, making sentences etc

- clapping syllables

- writing in the air with a finger, call out sounds or words

- tell your partner as many words that end in ‘d’ in 20 seconds

- alphabet strips – each pair/child had strip and points to sounds called out (speedy)

   or makes words called out. This is best done in pairs so that you have a checker.

   You can ask, tell me the sound before ‘d’ or after ‘g’ 

- Guess the word: show part of a word, pupils to guess rest. It can be a letter or

   the top/bottom half of the word

- act out sounds/words using jolly phonic actions

- feely bag: using wooden letters, pupils feel in the bag and guess the sound or 

  diagraph. This can be extended that they have to give a word containing

that sound. 

- human word line; use big letter cards to make words

– ‘have a Go’ spelling – use white boards. “How do you spell hat? One two three…show me”.

- Miming punctuation- ‘show me a full stop…a question mark’ Pupils mime this in air with their finger- they LOVE this!

TRANSITION FROM NURSERY to PRIMARY 1
The early level within A curriculum for Excellence covers both nursery and primary one so therefore the journey from nursery through P1 and into P2 should be considered as a continuum – ‘A continuous series, no part of which is perceptively different from the adjacent parts’  [dictionary definition of continuum]
By regularly sharing staff, rooms and activities, pupils in nursery become prepared for P1 and pupils in P1 are reassured by familiarity – it is a ‘win win’ situation for pupils during transition!

Ideas for transition and joint working

· Joint planning. Alternatively the sharing of the class’s previous nursery plans so that the P1 teacher can see how to build on this.
· Visits. It is vital that the P1 teacher visits the nursery regularly to see not only the activities used but the independence of the children and the expectations of the nursery staff.

· Visits. The nursery staff should try and visit the P1 setting to see how they can help prepare the pupils for school.

· Familiarity. Try to have some items that are familiar to the children when they start school. Borrow some books from the nursery and/or use their nursery photos for coat pegs etc.

· Share equipment and toys. Pupils like familiar toys as well as new ones.

· Soft start to P1. If you begin the day with free play (see page 5), then parents can bring their child into the class and settle them just as they did in nursery. This may be useful for some pupils (and parents) for a few weeks.

· Depending on numbers, there may be the option of P1s revisiting nursery for free play (a few at a time) > this is a great option for very small schools to facilitate free play especially if they only have a handful of P1s.

·  Visa versa – some nursery pupils joining in with the free play in P1.
· Allow P1 to use the nursery room for free play. Many small nurseries only operate part time. It is a shame not to utilise the space.

· Set up a buddy system- P1 with a nursery child. They can have visits to the nursery and into P1. It is an idea to split half into the nursery and half into the P1 room.
· Share playtimes – at a different time from the rest of the school. This works well as weekly event or for a few weeks at the end of nursery and the beginning of P1 as it still allows the P1s to learn to play with older pupils too.

· Have joint events such as a teddy bears picnic in the playground

· Set up a paired reading system for nursery and P1s to share books. 

· P1 pupils in pairs visit the nursery to ‘read’ books to the whole group OR to show and explain some ‘P1 work’

· Invite nursery to some school events such as puppet shows etc and visa versa. 

· Finally…Share STAFF- Nursery staff member and P1 teacher swap roles to read stories. P1 pupils love to see their ‘old’ nursery staff.
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Library books ~ 
As well as the usual school library arrangements for borrowing books, it is an idea to have a regular (eg twice weekly) opportunity for borrowing books together. This may be after school. Some parents/grandparents would enjoy borrowing more books to share with the children. This may be an opportunity for P7 pupils to act as librarians.
Writing bag ~

This works a treat because the pupils have to wait for their turn as you usually only have one or two per classroom. The bag contains a variety of papers, pens and pencils, stampers, stapler, hole punch, envelopes etc and goes home with the pupil for two nights. The pupils share their work with the class and it can be displayed.
Travelling Ted ~

A wonderful idea that children love. A class bear/other soft is sent home for the weekend. He sometimes takes a journal with him to record his weekend activities {with help from the pupil!}. This can include drawings, writing and photos.

Some teachers send home a blank stamped postcard instead to be completed and posted back to the class. The advantage of this is that all the pupils do the same and no family tries to outdo the rest!

Jolly Phonics ~

If you use this, it is vital that you send home the actions [from teacher’s handbook or HLP phonic booklet] because …

1. It will encourage parents to play along and practise at home

2. Otherwise, they will wonder what is going on in school nowadays!

Games to play at home~

Good idea to send home a little booklet of games to play at home. You will find an example of this on the HLP website in both English and Gaelic. These can be games that you have introduced at school eg snap, pairs etc but also games that can be played using ordinary materials likely to be found at home.
For example 
· roll a dice and think of/ write a word/read a word with the corresponding number of letters

· magnetic letters [lots of people have them on their fridge] read them quickly, make words

· How many words can you make from hippopotamus? 

· snakes and ladders/noughts and crosses [see above]

· highlight words or letters in a newspaper

· environmental print

Setting up an active learning environment for P1 and P2 

To provide a stimulating yet practical active learning classroom for P1 and P2 pupils, it is worth taking the time to plan the layout of the room very carefully. The key is to have as many designated areas as possible plus a large floor space for teaching. You also need to take into account what activity will be done in each. For example, try to keep quieter areas away from noisier areas eg it is best not to have the library and role play areas right next to each other! You usually have to being with sockets, internet access and the location of the sink and plan around these.
You also need to consider whether it is best to have allocated seats in P2 and flexible seating in P1. However, bear in mind that there will be times when you will want all your pupils to be seated at the same time so enough seating is a key point. CfE is clear that primary one is a progression and not another year of nursery so the settings should not necessarily look the same. At the same time, P1 should not look like a P3 classroom.
[image: image17.wmf]Tip – draw your classroom with designated areas first before you start lugging furniture around. It is amazing what you can fit into a small room.

It is stated  in Building the Curriculum 2-  ‘Active Learning in the Early years’  that space should be arranged to provide opportunities to learn through the following activities:

Social

Dramatic

Creative

Sensory

Construction

These are therefore the areas that should be set up in a P1 and P2 classroom. The HLP has added a 6th one -      library
KEY POINT
Activities in these areas need to be changed regularly. If not, they become drab, uninspiring and they loose their appeal.  It is hard work to organise activities every two weeks or so but there is something very sad about a play corner that has been the same for a whole term or longer. 

Try to keep out only a limited number of activities for each area and put away all the others- this keeps things fresh.

1. SOCIAL AREA [some ideas]
The role play area ~
It is very important to have role play area in your class or in an open area or in a spare classroom. Make best use of this resource by timetabling its use. Don’t just make it for fast finishers.

Try to change it at least twice a term to keep it fresh and interesting. Whilst you are changing it, you can put up tape/sign saying ‘work in progress’. This makes them look forward to it ‘opening’. (see ideas for play corners in the booklet ‘Literacy through Play’)
The mystery box/treasure chest ~    [image: image18.wmf]
Add some artefacts and/or interesting things to a box for the pupils to explore, talk about and play imaginary games. They may inspire pupils to write. Remember to keep the box as special as possible by changing the object regularly and only bringing it out occasionally.
The playground ~
This can be full of Literacy enhancing places! Benches and picnic tables allow for chatting and sharing of books. Playground markings are excellent as many of them are literacy based. As many of the games are new to the pupils, they better introduced by a teacher or classroom assistant for the first play. Why wait till playtime- don’t forget you can take your whole class out during class time. There will most likely be an Early Intervention booklet called ‘Playground Games’ in your school as all classroom assistants were given them. Google ‘playground games’ – there’s lots and lots eg www.playgroundfun.org.uk and www.gameskidsplay.net 
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Miller Academy Primary
Play afternoon ~

Some schools have a fun afternoon where the pupils play outside in good weather. They are best put into social groups ie a mixture of P1, 2 and 3. Staff organise 5 or 6 different activities that incorporate fun and fitness eg bats and balls or hoops or footballs. Each group rotates around the activities at 10-15 minute intervals (teacher blows whistle)

2. DRAMATIC AREA [some ideas]
Sometimes allow free play and sometimes give them a task to encourage purposeful play.

Role Play area- see social (above)
Talking table ~ 
This is a great idea to have in your classroom. You add a phone (old mobiles too) plus yellow pages, phone books, menus or catalogues.

Talking television ~ 
For a change, you could have the talking television. You just need a box made into a television for the pupils to act behind. They could tell the weather forecast or pretend to read the news or just play freely. You could give them some packets or tins to use to create and perform an advert (environmental print)
Puppet show ~
Pupils just love this. You just need a few puppets which can be bought or made with paper plates and a table with a cloth over it. Put a few cushions in front for the audience. They can even add a few props. Put in some books for them to use as storyline. 
Putting on a show ~

Pupils could use their reading books to act out the story. They can practise this is small groups and sometimes act it out to the whole class.

Dressing up ~
This doesn’t need to be part of the Role play area. It can be an activity on its own. Make sure there are outfits that the boys would like and extra bits and pieces such as necklaces and hats. A long mirror is a must!  Include fashion magazines to share.
Doll’s house ~
Or anything with figures such as ‘Playmobile’. These can simply be played with on a table or floor. Add a few props such as some small boxes and some cloth. You could add a book eg Goldilocks and see if they act it out.
Other ideas – you may have a farm set/castle/cars to use in your class. All these promote imaginary play.
3.CREATIVE [some ideas]
Art and Craft ~
Key point 1 – Try not to use templates for any art activity. It’s far better to allow them to be creative. The results won’t be as neat but it will be all their own work!

Key point 2 – Don’t give them colouring in to do. If you want them to colour in, it’s more rewarding to colour in something they have drawn themselves!

-It’s a good idea to have an art/making table in the classroom where pupils get a choice i.e. materials or method or subject. 
· Add labels to materials so the pupils can increase their vocabulary and learn to recognise more unusual words.  
· Encourage children to talk about what they plan to do & to report back on how they made it. 
· Ask pupils to always add label to art work eg ‘A happy dog by Jane’ or ‘John’s finger painting’ and display their work even if it is only for the day.
· By using as wide a variety of materials as possible, you will increase their vocabulary eg rough/smooth. Where possible, show the materials on offer and discuss what they are called.


Materials to collect – junk (boxes, tubes, bottle tops etc),wool, string, cloth, buttons, thread, sequins, cotton wool, feathers, straws, newspapers, magazines, leaflets, cardboard (inc corrugated), variety of paints/papers, clay, chalk, pasta, glitter, metallic sweet wrappers, egg boxes, old wallpaper, wrapping paper, brown paper, tissue, kitchen roll, tinfoil, sponge letters, plasticine, play dough, foam, polystyrene, packing material eg bubble wrap, shells, wood etc
TIP – send a note out to parents for items – it’s recycling! If storage is a problem, it may be 

an idea to send a note out termly but be selective in what you ask for.
                                  
[image: image20]
Some literacy ideas

~ Printing with sponge letters – make words, sentences

~ Collage made from cutting out words from magazines/newspapers or make some

  character names with macaroni

~ Making books to share and for the library

~ Making posters/signs for the classroom/notices for the play corner 

~ Finger painting - write words with 00 in them and draw the pictures

~ Craft – make a puppet for the puppet show/character. Give it a name.

             - make a farm for the toy animals/garage for the cars. Add miniature signs

~ cut and stick- use magazines to find pictures to match sounds eg ‘th’

~ modelling with junk, clay, plasticine, play dough. 
Tip – to paint a junk model, glue paper onto it to cover words OR open boxes up, turn the other way and stick back together again!
~ magic painting – write a message using a white crayon or candle. A friend could

   watercolour over it to discover the message. 

A super idea is to ask pupils to follow instructions which have been written by their classmates/themselves during a writing lesson eg How to make a model of a horse from junk [best to laminate these in case of spillages]
Chalk boards ~

You could allow free writing or give them a task card with instructions on it eg write the alphabet, write all your friends names. You could use black paper.


Writing table ~
You should always have one of these in your classroom. Give pupils a choice of paper, pens, felt pens etc to be creative in their writing. Add ‘models’ to inspire eg poems, stories, story starts, environmental print etc

Include a couple of picture dictionaries – always popular. Pupils could make their own picture dictionary.
Add a post box to post their letters.(see handout Literacy through play for more ideas)
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4. SENSORY AREA[some ideas]
Listening centre ~
-Listen to stories/rhymes. If possible, have a copy of the text for the pupils to follow

- Listen to songs. If possible, have the lyrics or music to follow. Sometimes, give the pupils blank music paper and a black felt pen. They love writing the music as they are listening.
- listen to reading books.  

- Pupils record and listen to their own reading books, stories

- play listening games eg ‘What’s that sound?’
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Talking and listening games ~
As with all talking and listening games, once they have been modelled by the teacher and played as a whole group, the pupils can take responsibility for their own games.

- Simon says, Chinese Whispers, I went to the shop and I bought…, I packed my suitcase and I bought…, I spy (beginnings, middles and ends)
- Word swap. In groups of 4 or 5. Give each group a card with a word on it eg big. Pupils take turns to give a synonym as an alternative eg enormous. The game continues until a word is repeated or they run out of words. The group then takes another word card. 

- Build a sentence. You begin with a noun eg a dog. The next person add an adjective eg the big dog, and so on eg the big hairy dog, the great, big, hairy dog; the great, big hairy, hungry dog…. 
- change the sentence. Similar to above except you change the noun, verbs, adverbs or preposition eg the dog ran under the table becomes the dog ran behind the table OR the dog ran carefully under the table becomes the dog ran quickly under the table.

Show and tell ~
This is a very worthwhile activity for infants. However, it can take ages if everyone is wanting to speak. A good idea is to put them into groups of 4 to allow everyone to show and tell to a smaller audience, all at the same time. Encourage each of the listeners to ask a question of the speaker. You could ask a few to share with the whole class to encourage peer assessment eg What did you like about John’s speaking? What could he do to be better next time?
The talking table ~
(see Dramatic below)

The pupils bring in photos/objects to share with others at the talking table
Clapping ~
Independently in pairs or with class teacher. Clapping along to songs or clapping out syllables in words. This is a good activity if the teacher shows the pairs a card with a word on it. The pairs have to decide how many syllables it has. This helps with both reading and spelling. This can also be used as a choosing activity and/or pupils can sort words into groups according to the number of syllables (could use number cards)
Singing~

Singing really helps pupils’ memory skills, their sense of rhythm and rhyme all very important in learning to read and most children love it. This can be done as a whole class or in groups

Movement~

There are lots of literacy based activities you can do at PE/class time. Don’t forget ‘The class Moves’ a great resource. Introduce as a whole class and then a little group could use the CD independently.
The feely bag~

Lots of different uses. They could feel an object and guess its first sound. Use magnetic letters – feel and guess OR take a letter- pupils try to make a word by taking turns to feel and choose a letter.
Tactile

Sand ~
Sometimes allow free play and sometimes give them a task to encourage purposeful play.

Variety – wet/dry, different play things like shells, spades, cups

Tasks could include – weight – which ways more a cup full of sand or a tub?

capacity, make a pattern with the wet sand, make a castle, a wall, an igloo

Water ~
Sometimes allow free play and sometimes give them a task to encourage purposeful play.

Variety – coloured water, bubbles, different play things like tubes, water wheels, cups

Tasks could include – what floats and what sinks? Capacity – how many ladles/cups are needed to fill these 6 bottles?

Plasticine/playdough ~
Sometimes allow free play and sometimes give them a task to encourage purposeful play.

Allow them to have tools to work with.

Tasks could include – make your name in plasticine, making a log house, making a monster, making shapes
5.CONSTRUCTION AREA[some ideas]
Sometimes allow free play and sometimes give them a task card to encourage purposeful play.

It is better to only put out two different types of construction at a time. This seems to encourage the pupils to stay on task, keeps the construction tidier and makes a change of construction toys exciting. 

Some activities to put on task card - 
- construct two different bridges and tell a friend/the class how you did it. It’s better if you can leave the model out for a day as it will encourage discussion.

- make an igloo and draw and label how you did it. The drawing and model could them be displayed.

- add a label. Encourage pupils to name and label their creation for the ‘display for a day’ table

6.CLASS LIBRARY[some ideas]
- Try to make this a welcoming area with rugs, plants and cushions 

- To try and make it a calm area, place it away from the play corner and construction

- Encourage them to share a book/poem with a friend.
Top tip -Add some, soft toys and puppets. Children will share books with them and will pretend they can read too

- add some bookmarks, especially ones they have made themselves eg stick a ‘wiggly’ eye onto a lollypop stick…..’keep your eyes on the words’

-  Have a selection of materials including comics, atlases, joke books, poetry etc

- Only put a selection of books out at a time. Too many can be confusing and can be hard to see
- Perhaps have book of the week displayed to share.
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The library area is a great place for pupils to listen to and share books [Miller Academy primary]

Top idea - Sometimes offer a magnifying glass to allow them to be word detectives!
- Have a story sack of the week hanging up. This is especially important for pupils who do not get a chance to share a story sack with an adult at home.

-Put the class/pupils’ homemade books into the library. They love to read other children’s work. You could start a booklet with messages to the teacher or super similes, alliteration
- Make the walls/ library as interesting as possible. You could theme it eg jungle with pictures and books displayed. Children love it when the library is a little bit enclosed eg with hanging crepe paper jungle strands. When the display is changed, the old one could go into the school library for a while.

- A little pop up tent makes a great reading place.

Genres ~ 

Divide the library into fiction and non Fiction and encourage pupils to return the books to the correct section. An extension task for pupils: Reorganise the class library into more genres eg funny books, scary books etc

Star writers ~ 

Could the star writers have their stories displayed in the library? If they are on a lower part of the wall or in a booklet, it will encourage them to read, share and discuss them.
Tell a story ~ 

Make a little prompt book, perhaps joined with a paper faster. Each page has one word on it directly related to their writing: ‘when’, ‘where’, ‘who’, ‘what’. This will guide them when telling/retelling a story to a partner and will help to make the link with their writing.
Tell another story ~ 

Give them a skeleton story eg ‘Once upon a time, there was a…………………….. who lived …………………….. One day …………………………………………………… and then …………………………………….The next day……………………………………………… Then……………………………………………………………………………..

Finally…………………………………………’ Pupils tell a story to a partner using the prompt card.

Find me task ~ 

Pupils are given a find me task on a card to read eg find me three books with a monster in them or find me three books beginning with ‘One upon a time’. Pupils browse, find the books, they then write the titles on a piece of paper or draw the covers of the books.

Reading to the pupils 1 ~
Please make time for this every day as it’s important that the pupils hear reading being modelled, they get the opportunity to discuss texts, learn new words and they LOVE IT!  
- Remember to relate it to their prior knowledge – helps with understanding

- Remember to relate their prediction to writing eg where do you think the story                      takes place? Who might be in it? When might it take place?
- Read all kinds of materials – fiction, non fiction, poetry, jokes, nursery rhymes  

Top tip- You could use the ‘fruit eating’ time to share a book with your class.
- Sometimes read one group’s reading book to the whole class as a story (even if they have heard it before). This can help with ‘session one’ (see core reading booklet) if you do not have a classroom assistant to help during reading time. It also helps if you are short of time as it can be done at anytime in the day.
- Read classics such as Fairy Tales as many children have only seen the film!

- regularly let them choose the book – they love hearing the same one again .

Reading to the pupils 2 ~

Encourage pupils to take turns to read their favourite book to the class. It’s always a good idea to send a wee note home explaining that it’s their turn to bring in a book from home. Hopefully, they will practise at home. Don’t worry if they don’t read it, they can re-tell the story in their own words.

Story Telling ~ 
This can be done as a class or group activity.  By using an object for discussion, the children work together to come up with ideas and compile a story from it.  One example is the ‘story stick’.  The children are asked what they think the stick could be, what it looks like and they come up with characters for the story, story setting and events that happen in the story.  A class book can be written and illustrated by the children. 
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Peer reading ~
Encourage the pupils to read to each other and with other pupils in the school. Reading buddies are very successful (P2 with P7 and P1 with P6) but also allowing P1 and 2 to share books with nursery children works really well.  Older children may enjoy adding text to wordless books to share with younger children, or the older children could record themselves reading a story for younger children to enjoy at the listening centre.  
OTHER AREAS and ACTIVITIES
There will probably several other ‘areas’ in your classroom. Here are just a few of them~

ICT ~

This can be incorporated into play either as part of structured or free play.  There is a huge range of resources available for children to use on the computers.  Try to provide opportunities for children to work both with a partner and independently.  
A few suggestions- 

Most schools have Word shark, this is great to develop Literacy and can be related to the skills you have been focusing on at a particular time, i.e. phonics, spelling, grammar etc.  
Textease and Clicker are great for using as independent play activities, but children could also work co-operatively to make Talking Books using these applications.  
Talking tins can be used in many ways eg to give instructions.

Talking small white boards. Teacher can pre-program instructions to follow.

Beebot robots are excellent. Try to include a mat with pockets that you put cards into as you can then use it in endless ways. You can write can letters/sounds on the cards. Pupils then programme the robot to ‘make a secret word’ and their partner has to ‘read’ that word. This can also be done with words to make sentences using common words and words from their reading books.
Interactive whiteboards, if low down on the wall, make excellent interactive learning tools. It is simple to add words for pupils to drag together to make sentences. 
‘Digi blue’ or similar simple video device. Pupils can use these independently to film reading a book or acting out a story etc.

Digital camera- pupils take pictures to make a story or explain a learning task etc
Audio recording –there are many devices that can be used for longer recording (talking tins are short recordings eg 30 seconds) Tape recorders are still useful and Dictaphones too. Pupils can record a story for others to hear at the listening table – sometimes use their reading book so that future groups can listen to the story.

Talking books- Lots of these about, either as software or free on interactive websites. Pupils can listen to and read complete stories on the computer.
Remote story headphones work with MP3 technology and are simple for infants to use. They are wireless headphones that have stories already recorded on them. Each headphone can have different stories or they can all have the same for group work. If a child puts the headphones down it automatically pauses. www.storyphones.co.uk
Interactive websites- There are also many good websites that children can access online.  

The Science table ~
This may be part of several of the areas above 

Eg what’s that sound? Give the pupils six sealed tubs to shake and decide what’s inside. The pupils then choose objects of their own for their friend to guess. Also magnets, what rolls, floating and sinking, friction, dissolving, planting, growing etc
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There are many opportunities to extend the classroom to the outside. 

Where suitable, ideas may include

· Opening the fire door to allow a group to play just outside eg the water tray, construction etc

· Picnic tables are ideal for reading groups. Some schools have invested in plastic- backed travelling rugs for reading groups, reading for enjoyment or play activities. Some schools have logs.

· Portable rugs mean the teacher can take the whole class to a suitable part of the playground.

· Pupils can take story phones or digital cameras (see ICT above) outside.

· There will be environmental print around the outside of the school and in the nearby neighbourhood.

Tip – get yearly blanket permission from the parents to take the pupils out of the school whenever the opportunity arises eg posting a letter of an environmental print walk etc


ENVIRONMENTAL PRINT
There are many opportunities for children to learn to read in their own environment.  Environmental print is everywhere and is a natural starting point to teach young children to read. Children are surrounded by print and it is one of the first ways they have of recognising that print has meaning.  Children have a real connection to everyday print and are often able to "read" it within the context of their everyday experiences before they come to school.  

Try to have as much environmental print in and around the classroom environment.  This can include newspapers, letters, cards, labels, books, signs, class notices etc.  Where possible, use a variety of typed fonts/handwriting styles in class notices and labels.
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Activities for using Environmental Print

· Copy snack wrappers, use correct size, colour and print.  Stick wrapper and picture in a scrap book.  Add captions eg Colin ate crunchy crisps.  (Alliteration!)

· Look for prices and compare cheapest/dearest/same.

· Look for sell-by dates/bar codes.

· Collect wrappers and labels, sort into healthy/unhealthy foods.

· Make posters to stop people dropping litter.  Use letters cut from newspaper headlines.  Display around school for children to read.

· Give children photographs of signs around school.  Children have to locate the signs.

· Give children a copy of a particular word.  Children have to find that word.  (this is a bit trickier)

· Divide a wall into 26 sections, one for each letter of the alphabet. Pupils bring in labels, boxes, signs etc to add to the board under each letter.

· Children could copy signs using magnetic letters and boards.

· Look at names.  Who has the shortest/longest name?

· Which names begin with a, b, c etc.

· Muddle up the letters of their names.  Can they still find their name?

· Cut name labels in half.  Give each child half and let them find the other half.  Good for learning to read the names of other children.

· Puzzles: make puzzles from box fronts

· Put junk mail into groups (pupils select own criteria), now put them into different groups.

· Use money; look at words on notes and coins.

· Look at car number plates, biggest/smallest, odds/evens, finding letters of the alphabet, making words from letters eg TCA = cat

· Newspaper headlines, name of paper, find words for every letter of the alphabet; find compound words, rhyming words etc.

· Names of TV programmes, sports pages, football team badges, logos etc.

· Environmental print walks.  Take digital camera and record signs, house names, road signs, road markings, fire hydrants, shop signs, billboards etc.  Make rubbings with crayons and paper of various signs/print.
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· Ask children/parents to collect labels, wrappers etc Record all the words they can see on household appliances, eg television, washing machine etc.

· Find all the words they can find in the kitchen/living room/bathroom etc.

· Collect envelopes with family name & address

· Read t-shirts.  Bring a t-shirt to school to read the print on it.

· Match up logos.  Give children a logo and ask them to find the identical logo.

· Cut a logo in half.  Children have to find who has the other half.

· Make a big alphabet book using environmental print.  Put wrappers/logos etc in alphabetical order in a scrap book.  

· Play Lotto/Bingo using environmental print.

· Children could make labels for the classroom. .  Link to Phonics programme.

· Make snap/pairs cards with wrappers/logos. 

· Make a collage of environmental print.

· Find words inside words eg Kelloggs – log or Walkers – walk.

· Find words which rhyme or are alliterative in print.

· De-contextualised print.  Children are able to recognise the words out of context with no picture clues etc. 

· Find and cut out letters from logos to spell out own name.

· Activities on Writing Table, menus, shopping lists, telephone directories etc.

· Matching words to pictures.

· Use a feather duster/pointer to find all the signs beginning with each letter of the alphabet. (could link to phonics)

· Copy signs from the classroom.

· Copy labels/logos.

· Make a new sign/label/logo for a familiar print.

More Ideas I have tried
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