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Who are these resources for?

These resources are designed to be of use to any primary teacher looking to assimilate the 8-11 books into the curriculum. 

Some teachers will find that they have individual pupils who are keen readers, and accordingly some tasks have been designed to help teachers support these pupils with the books.

Other teachers may wish to teach one of the books as class reader. Some of the tasks have been designed with this in mind.

We suggest you have a read through and see which activities work for your purposes!

Author videos

There are videos of the shortlisted authors reading from their work available for you to watch with your pupils (from August 2013) – check out the main SCBA page for more information: http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/scba.
You can also get your pupils to enter the review competition for SCBA – check out the page for updates about the competition.
How to participate in the Scottish Children’s Book Awards

If you want your pupils to take part in the Scottish Children’s Book Awards, it couldn’t be simpler! There are five steps:
Register – go to www.scottishbooktrust.com/scba to access the online form, where you’ll be asked to give your name and school details, and the number of pupils you want to register from your class or book group. It’s best to register early, but you can register right up till the voting deadline on 7 February 2014. 

Read – very simple: just get the pupils to read all of the three books shortlisted in their age category.

Discuss – each pupil casts one vote for their favourite book, so to help them decide, it’s really helpful to have them discuss the books with each other. These resources and author videos (available from August on the SCBA homepage) should help you out with some discussion tasks.

Review – get your pupils to enter the review competition! The top review in each category wins a prize of an author visit for your school from one of the shortlisted authors, plus book tokens. The closing date is the same as the closing date for submitting votes, 7 February 2014. Scholastic have a great guide to review writing on their website: http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/bookrev/
Vote – voting is quick and easy. When you have registered to take part, Scottish Book Trust will send you out an email with a unique voting link which you can click to submit your pupils’ votes. This will be sent out in plenty of time for you to submit votes before the voting deadline of 7 February 2014. 
To help you collect votes, we’ve included two printable voting forms in Appendices 3 and 4 of this resource. Please note that these are for classroom use only: votes should be submitted electronically using the unique voting link we send you. 

Activities for all three books

Setting up different types of book groups

If you want to introduce the Scottish Children’s Book Awards to an existing school book group, or create a new group specifically for the awards, there are a number of different types of groups you could set up:

· If you’re setting up a conventional book group, why not check out the Carnegie Greenaway Shadowing site for some resources and ideas on running a group? http://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/shadowingsite/
· A parent-child book group: you could ask the pupils to read the shortlisted titles along with their parents, and then follow the example of Reading School in Berkshire, who asked pupils and parents to email book reviews to the school. They then collated the reviews into a booklet! To help give extra support for review writing, Scholastic have a great guide on their website: http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/bookrev/
· A teacher-pupil book group: modelling yourself as a reader to pupils can be a great way to give them confidence in their reading. Have a look at our free Teachers as Readers e-book (particularly chapter 12) for more info on modelling: http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning/CPD/toolkits/teachers-as-readers
· A Transition book group: why not send some of your pupils to go and discuss the 8-11 titles with secondary pupils? You could give senior pupils responsibility for handling the discussions, and ask them to introduce the P7 pupils to the secondary library, showing them books they might be interested in.
‘If you liked this book, try...’ bookmarks  Lit 2-11a, Eng 2-27a, Exa 2-06a
A great idea from the National Literacy Trust! Pupils can create bookmarks to leave in the books when they return them to the library. These bookmarks can have recommendations for other books to try, possibly by the same author, or of a similar genre/style. 

http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/practical_ideas/3160_practical_idea-if_you_liked_this_book_try_bookmarks
Tweet review Lit 2-11a, Eng 2-19a
Another excellent strategy from the National Literacy Trust; this time, pupils are asked to submit a review which can fit inside a Tweet (140 characters). This challenges them to think closely about the aspects of the book which were most important to their enjoyment. 

http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/practical_ideas/3158_practical_idea-peer_to_peer_recommendation_tweet_review
Create an SCBA blog Lit 2-28a, Tch 2-03a, Tch 2-04a
The work your class does may well be of interest to other classes and other schools, particularly the ‘Why Don’t You...’ activities.

You could set up your own class SCBA blog, showing other classes the work you have done, or even working together with other classes on the books.

At the following site you can find more information about how to get a constant flow of visits to your class blog by setting up quadblogging: give it a shot! http://quadblogging.net/
Comparing and contrasting the books Lit 2-04a, Lit 2-16a
You can use our worksheet as a starting point for comparing and contrasting – see Appendix 2.
Alternatively, you can use the suggestions below:

Ask your pupils to compare the opening pages of each book. You could do this through the following activities;

· Ask the pupils to mindmap all the questions raised by each opening section;

· Ask them to write down all the impressions of character;

· Ask them which book they would be most likely to read, and why;

· Ask them to compare the openings with the openings of other books they have read.

Activities for The Accidental Time Traveller
One very ordinary day in the year 2012, Saul, a very ordinary boy, is startled to discover a girl in the middle of the road. Once he’s saved her from oncoming traffic, the tale she has to tell is a strange one indeed: the child of a budding inventor, she has inadvertently time travelled from the year 1812 and needs to get back home. Saul’s mission is not only to find a way to make time travel happen, but also to lead Agatha through her unfamiliar new world of televisions, marshmallows and automatic doors, without revealing her true identity. 

Pupils will love the juxtaposition of Agatha’s lyrical Scots dialect with Saul’s more conventional chatter, and the book offers ample opportunity to study Scots language and history.
Time travel in your town Lit 2-14a
Ask your pupils to find out what your local town was like in 1812 – your local library is the perfect place to start. Look at newspapers and try to find photographs. Local council offices may also be able to help. 
You might find the Scottish Screen Archive helpful – there are clips from a wide range of cities and towns in Scotland: http://ssa.nls.uk/browse.cfm?sid=03.01
What would you show to Agatha? Lit 2-02a, Lit 2-09a, Soc 2-10a
Ask your pupils to think of the top 5 things they would like to show Agatha if she visited them. You could ask them to think about the following areas, and debate/discuss which items should be included:

· Modern toys and games;

· 21st century books (you could tie this in to library activities by getting your class to compile their top 10 reads and write a blurb about each one);

· Inventions (you could ask your class to compile their top 10 inventions of the 20th/21st centuries);

· Modes of transportation (this may tie in to inventions). 
You could make a classroom display of your pupils’ work as a welcome display for Agatha!
Alternatively, you could ask your pupils to decide the top 5 places in their town where they would take Agatha, and draw her a map to help her find her way from place to place. 

Scots language Eng 2-31a, Lit 2-16a, Eng 2-31a, Eng 2-19a, Exa 2-02a, Exa 2-03a
Agatha speaks in the Scots language, so the book gives a great opportunity for you to introduce Scots activities in the classroom. Education Scotland has a great Scots resource which will help get you started: http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/knowledgeoflanguage/scots/index.asp
You could ask your pupils to imagine that Saul is being transported back to 1812 to visit Agatha, and create a glossary or dictionary of Scots words to help him fit in better. After this, they could write a story or a comic strip of what happens when Saul travels back, to test out their newly-acquired knowledge of Scots. 
Alternatively, they could try writing Agatha’s diary of her travels to 2012.
Write a better essay than Saul Lit 2-14a, Lit 2-25a, Lit 2-28a 
Saul thinks he’s written a great essay about 1812 – but can your pupils do better? Challenge them to enter the competition! After they have written their essays, they can compare to see who has found out the most interesting facts about life for children in 19th century Britain. 

Create decorations from recycled items Exa 2-02a, Tch 2-12a
Agatha brightens Saul’s den up with branches from an evergreen tree. Ask your pupils to create decorations for the classroom/school from recycled items. 
As a nice activity in the lead up to Christmas, pupils could create Christmas decorations from recycled items: http://www.ehow.co.uk/video_8269912_christmas-kids-using-recyclable-materials.html
Fast forward 200 years Eng 2-31a
Looking at the past is interesting, but so is imagining the future. 1812 was 200 years ago. Ask your pupils to imagine what things will be like in 200 years time: imagine the advances in technology, transport, housing, fashion and culture!
They could write their own story of time travel into the future, featuring themselves or an imaginary character. Agatha is shocked by some things she sees, and comforted by others as they remind her of 1812. What would your pupils’ reactions be?
Health and Wellbeing Hwb 2-04a, Hwb 2-05a, Eng 2-30a
Saul feels terrible about lying to his two best friends, and enormously relieved when he is able to tell them the truth. You could discuss Saul’s difficulty with your pupils, asking them:

· Why do they think he chooses to tell a lie about Agatha?
· What does he think might happen if he tells the truth?
· How must he feel about lying to his friends?
· Is it ever right to be untruthful?
You could ask your pupils to write a personal essay about a time they lied, exploring their reasons for doing so and how they feel about it now.

Enjoyment and Choice Lit 2-11a
If your pupils enjoyed The Accidental Time Traveller, they may also enjoy some of the books on our 10 Books that Offer a Peek Into the Past book list: http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/reading/book-lists/10-books-that-offer-a-peek-into-the-past-8-11
Activities for Black Tide
Black Tide is the sequel to Red Fever, where Scotland is overwhelmed by a deadly virus which decimates the population. At its centre is Toby, a resourceful young hero who sets out to rescue his father and sister from the clutches of the evil General. Along the way he meets Tash, a Russian girl who has also been separated from her family, and the two set out to face the challenge together. 
The novel is tense and fast paced, and will be a great read for all those who like action and adventure!

Survival challenge Lit 2-14a, Exa 2-05, Lit 2-25a
Ask your pupils to come up with a survival plan for an outbreak of red fever. McLaren High School in Stirling did something similar based around another book: why not check out their case study package for some inspiration? http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/node/108709
Activities could include:

· Designing an information leaflet to give to the public, telling them how to find or build a shelter, where to report to, what to do if confronted by the dogs, how to find their nearest hospital, etc.;
· Have a go at building their own shelter;

· Give them a budget for essential items, and ask them to decide as a group which items to buy, justifying their decisions;

· Health and safety/hygiene tasks;

· Basic first aid skills.
Find out about ‘old’ Caledonia Lit 2-14a, Soc 2-01a, Soc 2-02a, Soc 2-03a 
You can use the book as a jumping off point to find out about the history of Scotland. Since Caledonia was a Roman term for Scotland, you could investigate Scotland’s history before and during the Roman occupation. Fun things for your pupils to find out about could include:

· What a tribe was, and the lives of people in Scottish tribes;

· Buildings the Romans erected in Scotland – Inchtuthil fortress is a good example;

· Why the Romans never conquered Scotland;

· How they defended Roman Britain from Scottish tribes (Hadrian’s Wall, for example).

The BBC has some useful resources in this area: http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/romans/romans_in_scotland/
They also have a short video explaining why the Romans came to Caledonia: http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/why-dd-the-romans-come-to-caledonia/5401.html
The following BBC resource might be useful if you are studying the Picts: http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/education/sysm/scots/index_choice.shtml
Channel 4 have some good resources too: http://www.channel4learning.com/sites/essentials//history/units/roman_bi.shtml
Find out Scotland’s greatest hiding places Lit 2-14a
Toby needs places to hide from danger, so challenge your pupils to research Scotland’s greatest hiding places! You might choose to research Scottish castles, palaces and stately homes – the National Trust for Scotland has free information packs for teachers about some notable Scottish properties: http://www.nts.org.uk/Learn/schools_resource.php
For something a bit more leftfield, you might choose to get your pupils to find out about Scotland’s Secret Bunker! The bunker, which is in Anstruther, was built in the 1950s and was designed to shelter Government officials, chiefs of emergency services and army personnel in the event of a nuclear attack. There is enough information on the website for a research project, although you may want to go one step further and arrange a visit! http://www.secretbunker.co.uk/
Enjoyment and Choice Lit 2-11a
If your pupils enjoyed Black Tide, they may also enjoy some of the book on our 10 Great Adventures book list: http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/reading/book-lists/10-great-adventures-8-11
Activities for Really Weird Removals.com

When Luca and Valentina’s uncle Alistair turns up on their doorstep out of the blue, it’s a surprise to all the family: particularly their father, who has never forgiven Alistair for the mysterious disappearance of their grandparents many years ago. But Luca and Valentina can hardly imagine what’s about to unfold, as their eccentric uncle enlists their help in his mysterious Really Weird Removals business. As Luca and Valentina get drawn into the world of paranormal pest control, will they discover more than they can handle? 
Create your own Scottish Paranormal Database Eng 2-31a, Lit 2-14a 
Each chapter of the book contains an entry from Uncle Alistair’s Paranormal Database. You could ask your pupils to write a short story based on one of the entries, and then you could organise these stories in your own database. This can be extended into a non-fiction reading activity, as pupils try to find out about real-life ghost stories and store them in the database as well. 
Writing these stories might be a good opportunity for your pupils to investigate the different locations named, so they can better describe the settings of their stories. 

Prepare for a visit to Italy MNU 2-09a, Lit 2-14a, MLAN 3-09a, MLAN 2-04a, 
The children’s grandmother (or ‘Nonna’) Rina has come to stay for the summer. Ask your pupils to imagine that Luca and Valentina are going on a trip to Italy to visit their grandmother. Activities could include:
· Working out a travel budget (Scottish Book Trust has a variety of budgeting templates which could be modified to your requirements);

· Deciding which cities to visit, and writing an itinerary of sights to see and things to do;

· Find out about a historic Italian artefact or building;

· Learning some essential Italian phrases;

· Finding out about some great Italian foods to try.

Try out First Shinty HWB 2-21a, 2-22a, 2-23a, 2-25a
Shinty is an energetic and fun game, but for younger children it can be useful to start with First Shinty, which uses short plastic sticks and a foam ball and aims to build basic skills applicable to all sports. You can find out more in this unit developed by the Scottish Teacher Education Institute: http://www.uscamanachd.org/documents/CAfirstshinty.pdf
Design the Really Weird Removals.com website Lit 2-24a, Lit 3-02a, Lit 3-09a, HWB 3-14a, Tch 2-03a. If pupils use ICT – Tch 2-04a, 2-04b
Ask your pupils to design a website for Alistair’s business! The first step will be for them to decide in groups what information would need to be in the site. This may be better done through whole class discussion – you can guide your pupils towards some of the following essentials:

· A welcome message;

· Information about Alistair’s services;

· Information about Alistair and his experience in the field;

· Information about any other employees;

· Location of the business;

· Quick advice on what to do if you are experiencing trouble with a magical creature;

· Prices;

· Images and possibly videos;

· Testimonies from previous customers.

Once they have established what they would like to include, they should then focus on how to structure their website. Our worksheet in Appendix 1 should help: we have given a suggested layout, but you and your pupils can modify the table if you wish.
When they are designing the pages, you don’t need ICT to hand: your pupils can draw the web pages of their site and mount them on a large piece of card for display. However, if you want to get them using technology, there are some great free tools out there to help you introduce pupils to web design. This list gives you 10 suggestions, and Google Sites is particularly user-friendly: http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2011/02/10-ways-for-teachers-and-students-to.html#.UbcA_OfCaSp
Talking about bullying HWB 2-03a, 2-04a, 2-05a, Lit 2-02a, Lit 2-09a. Drama activities: Exa 2-01a, 2-12a, 2-14a
Camilla terrifies Gary into leaving Luca alone, but Luca feels guilty about putting Gary through this, even though he is convinced Gary would not feel guilty if the roles were reversed. 

Discuss the following points with your pupils:
· How do they think that victims of bullying feel? 
· Do they think that everyone who is bullied will speak up about it?

· Why do they think that bullying happens at all?

· What is the best thing to do for someone who is being bullied? 

· Luca decides to fight fire with fire and give Gary a scare: do they think this was the right thing to do? What possible negative consequences might there be from taking this approach?
(Alternatively you may wish to generate discussion using this activity from the Drama Resource website: http://dramaresource.com/lessons/primary-drama/anti-bullying).   

After this, your pupils could start an anti-bullying campaign in the school, giving presentations to younger classes and circulating leaflets and posters. 

You may also wish to get pupils to produce a dramatic sketch about bullying – this resource from the BBC has some good lesson ideas: http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/newsid_4440000/newsid_4440000/4440024.stm. 
Enjoyment and Choice Lit 2-11a
If your pupils enjoyed Really Weird Removals.com, they may also enjoy some of the books on our Fantastic Adventures book list: http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/reading/book-lists/fantastic-adventures-8-11
Booktrailer tasks (will cover a wide variety of experiences and outcomes)
The following tasks are suggestions only, as many pupils tend to have strong ideas about where they want their booktrailers to go. Have a look at our video of the ReadIT booktrailer project for a better of idea of how booktrailers can work in the classroom:

http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning/readit/booktrailers-in-action-video
How to make a booktrailer

Scottish Book Trust has made a series of videos available which explain how to construct a booktrailer: www.scottishbooktrust.com/cpd/toolkits/booktrailer-masterclass 

Trailer to test critical reading

You can ask pupils to make a booktrailer which tests their understanding of the book. For example:

· A trailer for The Accidental Time Traveller which looks at things from Agatha’s point of view, to show pupils’ understanding of how she feels in her strange new world;

· A trailer for Black Tide which focuses on the way Toby and Tash help each other out, to show pupils’ understanding of the character relationship;

· A trailer for Really Weird Removals.com narrated by uncle Alistair, to explain his motivations for coming back to Eilean and give viewers an impression of how strange he is.

Bring in other tasks as part of the trailer

Many other tasks in this resource could contribute towards the content of a trailer. For example:

· The ‘Time Travel in your Town’ task could supply pupils with photographs to use in a trailer for The Accidental Time Traveller;
· The posters and other materials pupils create as part of the ‘Survival Challenge’ task could be used as images in a trailer for Black Tide.
Appendix 1 – Planning the different sections of your website
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Appendix 2 – Comparing and contrasting the books
	Book
	Front cover
	Blurb
	Opening line
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Appendix 3 – Individual ballot sheet (this should be used by pupils to indicate which book they want to vote for)
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Appendix 4 – Class ballot sheet (this should be used to tally all votes in your class/book group)
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