
l	 It is crucial that the adult explains and then repeats 
new vocabulary across a range of experiences.

l 	 Children need to hear and experience a new word 
many times before they understand and use it.

There’s only one 
cake and four people

I’ll wait to see if 
they can solve the 

problem before I help

1

2

These lines 
are parallel

You’re standing 
in parallel lines

There’s only one 
pizza and four people

I’ll wait to see if 
they can solve the 

problem before I help

Repeat and revisit

There’s only one 
cake and four people

I’ll wait to see if 
they can solve the 

problem before I help

1

2

These lines 
are parallel

You’re standing 
in parallel lines

There’s only one 
pizza and four people

I’ll wait to see if 
they can solve the 

problem before I help

Give thinking time

A polar bear is 
a predator. Can you 

tell me any other 
predators we’ve seen 

today?

The wind turbines 
are gi-NOR-mous3

4

Use gestures meaningfully

l	 Using gesture helps children to concentrate 
and reinforces new learning.

l 	 When you use gesture, it gives more time for 
thinking.

A polar bear is 
a predator. Can you 

tell me any other 
predators we’ve seen 

today?

The wind turbines 
are gi-NOR-mous3

4

Be careful with questions

l	 It is important to balance comments with 
questions, particularly for new learning.

l 	 Questions can develop problem solving when 
 they are simple enough to understand.
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l	 Wait…count to 7 in your head before saying 
something else.

l 	 Encourage children to ask for clarification.
l 	 It can take some children a long time to process, 

plan and do.

Listening and talking together
Try...
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